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He brings their music into competition with Music 
itself :— 

" On every bough the birdes heard I sing 
With voice of angel in their harmony, 
That busied them their birdes forth to bring ; 

"xfi yf ^fi 5(- %fi *fi 

Of instruments of stringes in accord 
Heard I so play a ravishing sweetness, 

That God, that maker is of all and lord, 
Ne heard never a better, as I guess ; 
Therewith a wind, unneth* it might be less, 

Made in the leaves green a noise soft 

Accordant to the fowles song on loft." — Chaucer. 



Spenser makes a lady mingle her singing with that 
of birds : — 

" The fields did laugh, the flowers did freshly spring, 
The trees did bud, and early blossoms bore; 
And all the quire of birds did sweetly sing, 
And told that garden's pleasures in their caroling. 

And she more sweet than any bird on bough 
Would oftentimes amongst them bear a part, 

And strive to pass (as she could well enough) 
Their native music by her skilful art." — Spenser. 

" Beside the same a dainty place there lay, 

Planted with myrtle trees and laurels green, 
In which the birds sang many a lovely lay 
Of God's high praise, and of their sweet love's teen, 
As it an earthly paradise had been." — Spenser. 

" Therein the merry birds of every sort 
Chaunted aloud their cheerful harmony ; 
And made amongst themselves a sweet consort, 
That quicken'd the dull spright with musical comfort." 

Spenser. 



Robin Hood says to his mistress : — 

" Marian, thou see'st, though courtly pleasures want, 
Yet country sport in Sherwood is not scant : 
For the soul-ravishing delicious sound 
Of instrumental music, we have found 
The winged quiristers, with divers notes 
Sent from their quaint recording pretty throats, 
On every branch that compasseth our bower, 
Without command contenting us each hour." 

Heyteood. 



" Boused by this kindliest of May-showers, 
The spirit-quickener of the flowers, 
That with moist virtue softly cleaves 
The buds, and freshens the young leayes, 
The birds pour forth their souls in notes 
Of rapture from a thousand throats — 
Here checked by too impetuous haste, 
While there the music runs to waste, 
With bounty more and more enlarged, 
Till the whole air is overcharged." — Wordsworth. 

" Glad moment is it when the throng 
Of warblers in full concert strong 
Strive, and not vainly strive, to rout 
The lagging shower, and force coy Phoebus out, 
Met by the rainbow's form divine, 
Issuing from her cloudy shrine." — Wordsworth. 



" And the cuckoo and the bee, 
And lark's angelic ecstasy, 
And the bird that speaks delight 
Into the close ear of night." — Leigh Hunt. 



" A pleasant grove, 
With chat of tuneful birds resounding loud." 

Milton. 



" At intervals, some bird from out the brakes 
Starts into voice a moment, then is still." — Byron, 

" A light broke in upon my brain, — 

It was the carol of a bird ; 
It ceaBed, and then it came again, 

The sweetest song ear ever heard, 
And mine was thankful till my eyes 
Ran over with the glad surprise, 
And they that moment could not see 
I was the mate of misery ; 
But then by dull degrees came back 
My senses to their wonted track, 
1 saw the dungeon walls and floor 
Close slowly round me as before, 
I saw the glimmer of the sun 
Creeping as it before had done, 
But thiough the crevice where it came 
That bird was pereh'd, as fond and tame, 

And tamer than upon the tree ; 
A lovely bird, with azure wings, 
And song that said a thousand things, 

And seem'd to 6ay them all for me !" — Byron. 



' Retiring from the downs, where all day long 
They pick'd their scanty fare, a black'uing train 
Of clam'rous rooks thick urge their weary flight, 
And seek the closing shelter of the grove. 
Assiduous in his bow'r the wailing owl 
Plies his sad song. The cormorant on high 
Wheels from the deep, and screams along the land. 
Loud shrieks the soaring hern ; and with wild wing 
The circling sea-fowl cleave the flaky clouds." 

Thomson. 



* Unneth — scarcely. 



THE HANDEL FESTIVAL AT THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE. 

The committee of the Handel Festival have at length 
wound up their accounts with results which are eminently 
satisfactory, and medals commemorative of the results have 
been distributed to those who assisted upon the occasion. 

The medals — which are of bronze, with each performer's 
name impressed on the edge — present on the obverse a 
bust in bold relief of Handel, after the Sacred Harmonic 
Society's original statue byRoubillac; and on the reverse, 
an ancient lyre, with the inscription, " Crystal Palace 
Handel Festival, 1857." They have been manufactured 
by Messrs. Pinches, of Oxendon-street and the Crystal 
Palace. 

The accounts of the festival have been made up, and it 
ie satisfactory to learn that, financially, the success has been 
more than equal to the anticipations formed ; the net profit 
being £9000, besides a considerable amount of property, 
such as the orchestra at the Crystal Palace, music, &c, 
available for future occasions. Taking the latter into 
account, this is by far the largest amount ever realised by 
a musical festival. 

The division of the surplus is — £1000, or one-ninth, to 
the Sacred Harmonic Society, and £6000, or 6ix-ninths, to 
the Crystal Palace Company, the remaining £2000 being 
invested jointly as a guarantee fund for the Handel 
Centenary Festival in 1859. 

The gross receipts of the festival were £23,360, of which 
£11,000 was obtained on the last day, when Handel's 
choral masterpiece, Israel in Egypt, was performed. This 
speaks volumes for the sound musical taste of the public, 
towards the improvement of which the Sacred Harmonic 
Society has been a powerful agent. Notwithstanding its 

(Continued on page 143 J 
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(Continued from page 138 J 
grandeur and sublimity, Israel in Egypt had not enjoyed 
its due share of popularity, and was but rarely produced 
even in Handel's lifetime. But at the Crystal Palace the 
effect produced on the vast multitude assembled was un- 
paralleled, and it will henceforth hold its proper place by 
the side of the Messiah, its worthiest companion. The 
great experiment having been tried, it is now seen that 
there was no ground for the fears of those who doubted 
the possibility of securing comfort to so many visitors ; 
and who feared that the sound would be so overpowering 
that the listeners would not be able to bear it. But some 
competent judges think that the interval between this time 
and the year 1859 should be taken advantage of for the 
purpose of producing the concentration of sound within 
special limits, and its more equal diffusion amongst the 
various localities in which the audience are established. 
Whatever could be done under the circumstances was done 
by the zeal and perseverance of the directors, but between 
this and 1859 there is plenty of time to devise and com- 
plete such improvements as are indispensable to unqualified 
success. The committee of the Sacred Harmonic Society, 
we are informed, have already in contemplation a plan to 
keep the enormous body of amateurs, provincial and me- 
tropolitan, who officiated as chorus, at regular and constant 
practice in the interval. The other duties will devolve 
chiefly upon the directors of the Crystal Palace, who have 
already shown that many thousands of persons can be ac- 
commodated with ease and comfort. On this head doubts 
and fears are wholly set at rest, and the exclusive question 
now becomes one of providing means by which the musical 
effect shall be more generally distributed. The year 1859 
is not only interesting as the centenary of Handel's death, 
but as the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Haydn, and 
the fiftieth anniversary of the birth of Mendelssohn. 



SACRED HARMONIC SOCIETY, 
EXETER HALL. 

The following circular has been issued by the 
Committee : — 

There being good reason for believing that an opinion 
prevails among the large body of efficient Choralists who 
formed the London division of the Choir at the Great 
Handel Festival, that a few meetings in the year, some- 
what similar in character to the great Choral Rehearsals 
then held at Exeter Hall, would afford considerable in- 
dividual gratification, and, while tending to produce 
improved choral effects, would preserve intact a body of 
vocalists who would be of the highest value in the great 
celebration of 1859, it is with much satisfaction the Com- 
mittee are enabled to state, that steps have been taken for 
carrying the desired object into effect. 

Arrangements have therefore been made for a series of 
Choral Rehearsals for voices only, on an extended scale 
(comprising from 1200 to 1500 Vocalists), to be held in 
the Large Hall, Exeter Hall, on the Third Friday in 
each month, from November until April inclusive. 

It is not intended to confine the music to be rehearsed 
on these occasions to the Sacred Works usually performed 
by the Society, but to afford variety by the selection of 
Church and other Part-Music. 

The Committee have the pleasure to announce that 
Mr. Costa has kindly undertaken to afford the aid of his 
invaluable experience, by conducting these Meetings. 

The only Visitors who can be permitted to attend to 
witness the Meetings will be the Subscribers to the Sacred 
Harmonic Society. 

As the main objeot of these Rehearsals is to attain 
a high degree of combined choral perfection, it is no less 
a point of importance that those engaging in them should, 
by previous private study and practice, make themselves 
well acquainted with the music to be rehearsed ; so that, 
a general clear and distinct syllabic and tonal effect being 
thus previously attained, undivided attention may be 
given to the instructions of the Conductor. 

With this object, the Committee have entered into 



arrangements with Mr. Novello, of 69, Dean Street, Soho, 
that, on production of the card of admission, the music of 
the selections, printed for the Society's use, may be had 
one clear week before the time of meeting, at the small 
charge of threepence per sheet of four pages. 

Thomas Brewer, Hon. Sec. 
6, Exeter Sail, 20th October, 1857. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
This Journal is published on the 1st of every month. 
The late hour at which Advertisements reach us, interferes 
much with their proper classification. 

All communications must be authenticated by the proper name 
and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication. 

Colored Envelopes are sent to all Subscribers whose pay- 
ment in advance is exhausted. The paper will be 
discontinued where the Subscriber neglects to renew. We 
again remind those who are disappointed in getting back 
numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, and 
of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to 
supply the current sale. 

We would request those who send us country newspapers, 
wishing us to read particular paragraphs, to mark the 
passage, by cutting a slit in the paper near it. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 
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Adelaide. — The North Adelaide Choral Society's con- 
cert of sacred music was given on the 31st of July, at 
White's Assembly Rooms. His Excellency and Lady 
Macdonnell were present, and there was a large and 
respectable audience. Several of the standard anthems 
were ably performed, and various solo pieces, including 
" The Infant's Prayer," by V. Novello, which was effec- 
tively sung by Miss Petman. 

Barnard Castle. — The Sacred Harmonic Society 
gave the first monthly rehearsal to their honorary mem- 
bers on Friday, October 30th. The programme comprised 
a selection of choruses from the Messiah. The quality of 
the voices is good, and of great power. Mr. Raper 
accompanied the choruses on a fine-toned harmonium. 
Mr. Brandon conducted with much ability. 

Birmingham. — The Festival Choral Society gave their 
first concert this season in the Town Hall, on Thursday, 
September 24th. The oratorio was Haydn's Creation. 
The proceeds of the performance are destined for the 
hospitals and Other charitable institutions. The principal 
singers were Mrs. Sunderland, Mr. Perring, of Man- 
chester, and Mr. Lambert, of York. The band and chorus 
consisted of 250 performers, under the direction of Mr. 
Stockley. Mr. Stimpson presided at the organ. 

Belfast. — The Belfast Classical Harmonist Society 
held their first concert of the season on Monday evening, 
the 12th ult. Madame Rudersdorff, Madame Amadei, 
Mr. Charles Braham, and Mr. Thomas, were the solo 
singers; Herr Molique, violin ; Herr Randegger, pianist ; 
and Mr. Harper, of Hillsborough, horn and trumpet. 
Mr. Allen was the conductor. The society deserve great 
praise for producing upon this occasion Handel's L' Allegro, 
il Pensieroso ed il Moderato. No fault could be found 
with the manner in which the performance was rendered, 
but the work was received with coldness, and it was evident 
that the audience would have preferred some less weighty 
and more popular music, with which they might have had 
a previous acquaintance. The second part of the concert 
embraced a miscellaneous selection, including two pieces 
composed by the conductor. 

Bolton. — A new organ was opened at the Wesleyan 
Chapel in this town, on the 2nd of October. A selection 
of music was performed by Mr. J. Aspin ; in the course 



